
Grace at work

Grace in His presence



Genesis 39:1-6
“Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Po7phar, 
an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyp7an, 
bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down 
there. 
The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; 
and he was in the house of his master the Egyp7an. 
And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that 
the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand. So Joseph 
found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him 
overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his 
authority. 
So it was, from the 7me that he had made him overseer of 
his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed the 
Egyp7an's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the 
LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field. 
Thus he leL all that he had in Joseph's hand, and he did not 
know what he had except for the bread which he ate.”
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Genesis 39:20-23
“Then Joseph's master took him and put him into the 
prison, a place where the king's prisoners were 
confined. And he was there in the prison. But the LORD 
was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave 
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And 
the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all 
the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did 
there, it was his doing. The keeper of the prison did not 
look into anything that was under Joseph's authority, 
because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, 
the LORD made it prosper.”
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Exodus 33 
The sign of God’s GRACE: 

The LORD went WITH THEM

Genesis 39
The sign of God’s GRACE: 

The LORD was WITH JOSEPH

IN EGYPT



Genesis 37:13-14
“And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers feeding 
the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 
So he said to him, "Here I am." 
Then he said to him, "Please go and see if it is well with your 
brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to 
me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he 
went to Shechem.”













“Go where you’re sent. 
Stay where you’re put. 
Do what you’re asked” 

unknown



“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called : To go out 
to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And 
he went out, not knowing where he was going…

By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the same promise…”

obedience



The LORD is with you…
• Joshua – Joshua 6:27, 
• The Judges – Judges 2:18 
• Samuel – 1 Samuel 3:19 
• David – 1 Samuel 18:14
• Hezekiah – 2 Samuel 18:7
• Phineas – 1 Chron 9:20
• Jehoshaphat - 2 Chron 17:3
• John the Baptist – Luke 1:66 



The LORD is with you…
• Isaiah 41:8-10
“But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 
The descendants of Abraham My friend.
You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, And 
called from its farthest regions, And said to you, 'You are My 
servant, I have chosen you and have not cast you away: Fear 
not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with My righteous right hand.”



The LORD was with Joseph…
• Genesis 39:2
The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man

• Genesis 39:3
And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the 
LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand.

• Genesis 39: 21
But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and 
He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

• Genesis 39:23
The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was 
under Joseph's authority, because the LORD was with him;
and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.



1) Joseph is protected IN his circumstances



Romans 8:28-31
“And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He 
also predesPned to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom He predesPned, these He 
also called; whom He called, these He also jusPfied; and 
whom He jusPfied, these He also glorified.”

V31: What then shall we say to these things? 
If God is for us, who can be against us?
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“FOR” 
Greek = ‘hyper’ – “OVER” 
ie: “If God is OVER us, who can be against us”

Mark 9:40 
“For he who is not against us is on our side”.



Romans 8:28-31
“And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. 

NIV:
“And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.”



1) Joseph is protected IN his circumstances

2) God doesn’t ask Joseph to do what is impossible

• It is never what we CAN or CAN’T do 
• It is what we WILL or WON’T do 



3) Was God’s presence VISIBLE to Joseph?



Faith-destroyers

• Self-pity
• Resentment
• Bitterness
• Anger 



• Genesis 39:2
The LORD was with 
Joseph, and he was a 
successful man

• Genesis 39:3
…and that the LORD made 
all he did to prosper in his 
hand.

• Genesis 39:23
…and whatever he did, the 
LORD made it prosper.



Genesis 42:21-23
“Then they said to one another, "We are truly guilty 
concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of 
his soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not 
hear; therefore this distress has come upon us."
And Reuben answered them, saying, "Did I not speak 
to you, saying, 'Do not sin against the boy'; and you 
would not listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now 
required of us." But they did not know that Joseph 
understood them, for he spoke to them through an 
interpreter. And he turned himself away from them 
and wept.”





Genesis 45:21-23
“Now you are commanded—do this: Take carts out of the land of 
Egypt for your liYle ones and your wives; bring your father and 
come. Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the best of all 
the land of Egypt is yours.'"
Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them carts, according 
to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the 
journey. He gave to all of them, to each man, changes of garments; 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five 
changes of garments. And he sent to his father these things: ten 
donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food for his father for the 
journey. So he sent his brothers away, and they departed;.”





• GOD opened the door to reconcilia1on

• GOD’S grace was offered – before we said sorry   

• ie: GOD forgave first 



Ephesians 2:8-10

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them..”
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Joseph - a living illustration of…
• MaQhew 5:16 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.”

• Doctrine?
• Theology? 
• Good works! 
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see your good works and glorify your Father in 
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Grace at work
• In our life
• Reflected to others


